A Society of Friends                         65

army, known to fame (or at least to fiction) as "The Hundred
Thousand Sons of St Louis", and commanded by the Duke of
Angouleme, had marched into Spain unopposed, barely ten
years after the Duke of Wellington had so laboriously pushed
the French from Portugal to the Pyrenees. Liberals were
everywhere arrested, and one hundred thousand crusaders were
apparently needed for the defence of throne and altar, the prin-
ciple of absolutism, and the prevention of "fatal social errors".

"In other countries", The Times remarked, "it is found that
teachers had best be implicitly trusted, as liberty seldom fails to
correct its own abuses." But, in Spain, things were different.
Castelar threw up his lectureship at once. With Castelar went
Salmeron; and many others would have followed, had not
their private circumstances prevented it. These, without
actually resigning their chairs, sent in more or less outspoken
protests to the Rector, "and it was to a letter in the same sense
that Sr Giner was indebted for the visit of the police to his
bedside the other morning and his hurried voyage to the
Fortunate Isles...".

The correspondent of The Times did not fhinlc it well to go
into greater detail; but it is stated on unimpeachable authority
that when Canovas del Castillo, the Premier, became aware
that a protest had also been received from Francisco Giner, he
sent an under-secretary to him with the following message:

Diga a Giner, por Dies, no haga caso. Todas esas cosas del decreto de
Orovio no tienen valor. No se hard nada.

(Tell Giner, by God, to pay no attention. All those things in
Orovio's decree are worthless. Nothing will be done at all.)

Don Francisco's reply was:
Dtgak V. que se lo digan en la Gaceta.
(Tell him that they should say so in the Gazette.}

This touched Canovas on a tender spot; it was his wounded
pride which sent the police to Don Francisco.1
"Those disputes between the Government and the University,

1 Information from a contemporary.
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